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REPORT  OF  AID  < 

GIVEN  TO 

Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants. 


We  rendered  last  year  a brief  account  of  Keceipts  and  Ex- 
penditures, from  May  1st,  1874,  to  Feb.  1st,  1875,  in  behalf  of 
Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants. 

During  the  year  ending  Feb.  1st,  1876,  eighty-three  destitute 
mothers  with  their  infants  have  been  assisted.  Of  these,  twenty- 
nine  were  married  women,  fifty-four  unmarried.  Beside  these, 
a number  of  other  cases  have  been  investigated  and  rejected,  as 
not  coming  within  the  class  of  persons  who  most  need  our  aid. 

Twelve  of  the  eighty-three  were  helped  without  any  expenditure 
of  money.  Of  these,  eleven  were  unmarried.  As  a good  deal  of 
time  and  attention  was  given  to  them,  they  may  properly  be  con- 
sidered to  come  within  the  number  of  cases  assisted. 

Of  the  fifty-four  unmarried  mothers,  twenty-nine  were  twenty 
years  old  or  under,  fifteen  were  between  twenty  and  twenty-two, 
and  ten  were  between  twenty-two  and  twenty-eight. 

Of  the  twenty-nine  (unmarried)  three  were  twenty,  ten  were 
nineteen,  nine  were  eighteen,  five  were  seventeen,  one  sixteen, 
and  one  fifteen  years  old. 

Of  the  twenty-nine  married  women,  fifteen  were  Irish,  eight 
Americans,  two  English,  one  German,  one  Swede,  and  one  from 
the  British  Provinces. 

Of  the  fifty-four  unmarried  women,  twenty-three  were  Ameri- 
can, thirteen  Irish,  nine  from  the  British  Provinces,  two  French,' 
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two  colored,  one  English,  one  Scotch,  one  German,  one  Swede, 
and  one  Portuo^uese. 

Of  the  fifty-four  unmarried  Avomen,  we  know  at  present  the 
condition  and  whereabouts  of  forty-two.  All  are  in  respectable 
situations,  earning  their  living,  either  wholly,  or  with  some  assist- 
ance ; or  else  at  home  with  relatives — except  one,  who  died  before 
leaving  the  Hospital ; and  one,  a young  girl  of  sixteen,  Avho  has 
been  placed  in  a charitable  institution. 

Seven  others  of  these  fifty-four  we  have  not  heard  from  lately, 
but  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  comfortably  and  respect- 
ably situated. 

The  other  five  have  entirely  disappeared  from  our  sight  3 but 
two  of  them  have  near  relatives,  to  whom  they  have  probably  re- 
turned. There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  this  to  be  the  case. 

Our  method  of  assisting  a destitute  mother  is  as  follows  : 

When  a woman  applies  for  admission  to  the  Maternity  Depart- 
ment of  the  N.  E.  Hospital  for  Women,  the  Physician  who  re- 
ceives the  application  finds  out  whether  the  applicant  has  a home 
or  friends  who  can  receive  her,  until  the  time  comes  when  she 
may  be  admitted  to  the  Hospital.  If  she  says  that  she  has  no 
home,  money  nor  friends,  her  address  is  sent  to  us,  and  her  case 
thoroughly  investigated.  If  she  is  able  to  work  for  her  board,  a 
situation  is  found  for  her,  if  jDossible ; if  not  able  to  work,  or  if 
she  is  to  go  very  soon  to  the  Hospital,  h r board  is  paid  in  some 
respectable  private  family,  near  the  Hospital.  Whether  at  work,  or 
boarding,  she  is  visited  by  the  lady  who  has  charge  of  her  as  often 
as  seems  desirable.  In  an  ordinary  case  she  remains  at  least  three 
weeks  at  the  Hospital,  after  her  child’s  birth,  and  employment 
is  then  found  for  her,  by  means  of  which  she  may  support  herself 
and  child.  In  some  cases,  a situation  as  wet-nurse  may  be  obtain- 
ed for  her  as  soon  as  she  leaves  the  Hospital.  For  a few  moth- 
ers homes  have  been  procured  in  respectable  families,  w^here  the 
child  has  been  alloAved  to  remain  with  the  mother  in  consideration 
of  a reduction  in  wages.  When  a woman  is  to  be  employed  in 
a family  as  servant,  her  board  is  paid  for  two  or  three  weeks  af- 
ter leaving  the  Hospital,  and  before  going  to  her  situation,  in 
order  that  her  strength  may  be  sufficiently  re-established  to  do 
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housework  or  cooking  without  injury  to  her  health.  When  the 
wages  a woman  receives  are  not  large  enough  to  enable  her  to 
support  her  child,  and  have  a small  remainder  left  for  her  own 
expenses,  she  continues  for  a time  to  receive  slight  pecuniary  as- 
sistance. Occasionally,  also,  board  is  paid  for  a longer  time  than 
two  or  three  weeks  on  leaving  the  Hospital,  when  the  patient’s 
health  is  not  sufficiently  re-established  to  allow  her  to  work. 
Sometimes,  also,  a patient  remains  boarding  for  a time  at  our 
expense,  while  suitable  employment  is  found  for  her. 

Besides  the  women  of  whom  we  have  charge  before  they  are 
received  at  the  Hospital,  are  those  with  whom  we  do  not  come  in 
contact,  until  they  are  actually  at  the  Hospital.  We  receive  in- 
formation of  any  case  that  seems  to  need  assistance,  and  investi- 
gate and  provide  for  it  as  above. 

We  have  also  investigated  and  assisted  a number  of  cases  that 
have  come  to  us  in  other  ways,  not  through  the  medium  of  the 
Hospital. 

When  a child  is  placed  at  board,  whether  its  mother  is  employ- 
ed as  wet-nurse,  or  has  another  situation  in  a family,  it  is  visited 
regularly,  in  order  that  we  may  know  that  it  receives  proper  care 
and  attention ; unless  the  family  that  employs  the  mother  is  able 
to  take  this  responsibility. 

In  a very  few  cases,  where  the  mother  has  been  absolutely  una- 
ble to  support  her  child,  it  has  been  given  up  for  adoption. 

Three  infants  have  died  under  our  care  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  one  lived  to  be  three  or  four  months  old,  but  was  a very 
delicate  child,  and  had  a cough  from  its  birth.  It  died  in  the 
middle  of  summer.  It  remained  with  its  mother  from  the  time 
of  its  birth  until  its  death,  she  living  in  a family  where  she  was 
kindly  treated,  and  had  every  comfort.  The  second  was  the  ex- 
tremely feeble  infant  of  a mother  fifteen  years  old.  It  was  ill 
when  we  first  took  charge  of  the  case,  it  being  then  six  weeks  old, 
and  died  ten  days  later  in  the  month  of  July.  The  third  lived  to 
be  a little  over  three  weeks  old,  and  died  in  convulsions  two  days 
after  we  had  assumed  the  care  of  it.  The  mother  was  a girl  of 
seventeen. 
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It  may  be  well  to  state  here  that  since  the  beginning  of  our 
work — in  May  1874 — three  infants  in  all  have  been  deserted  by 
their  mothers.  Two  of  these  mothers  were  married.  The  third 
claimed  to  be  married,  but  there  was  some  reason  to  doubt  her 
statement. 

In  every  case  that  we  assist,  the  lady  who  investigates  it  makes 
it  her  aim  to  establish  a personal  relation  between  herself  and  the 
young  mother,  so  that  she  may  possess  her  confidence,  and  that 
the  poor,  desolate  girl  may  feel  that  it  is  not  merely  charity 
she  is  receiving,  but  real  friendship  and  sympathy.  In  many  cases 
we  have  been  very  successful,  and  have  established  a close  and 
very  pleasant  relation,  so  that  the  young  girls  we  have  helped 
have  turned  naturally  to  us  for  sympathy  and  advice,  and  have 
been  willing  to  follow  our  guidance.  Even  when  at  a distance, 
and  after  we  have  long  ceased  to  give  pecuniary  aid,  they  have 
written  to  us,  and  shown  themselves  eager  for  our  replies. 

The  experience  of  the  last  two  years  goes  strongly  to  prove 
that  the  care  and  love  given  by  the  mother  to  her  child  are  her 
best  safeguard,  and  incentive  toward  a respectable  life.  This  was 
exemplified  strongly  in  one  case.  A young  woman  of  nineteen 
was  brought  to  our  notice,  and  upon  investigation,  some  very 
discouraging  circumstances  came  to  light,  from  which  it  at  first 
appeared  that  there  was  no  reasonable  hope  of  reclaiming  her 
to  a life  of  virtue.  She  had,  however,  an  intense  love  for  her 
child,  and  we  therefore  finally  decided  to  aid  her  for  a time,  until 
she  should  be  able  to  support  both  herself  and  the  child.  Unless 
we  had  done  so,  she  had  no  resource  but  to  give  the  child  up  ; and 
she  was  strongly  urged  to  do  this  by  her  mother,  her  priest,  (the 
family  were  Irish  Catholic),  and  a benevolent  gentleman,  who  had 
sometimes  assisted  the  family.  It  is  now  a year  and  two  months 
since  the  child’s  birth,  and  the  3"oung  woman  is  supporting  it  en- 
tirely by  her  own  labor,  and  leading  a respectable,  virtuous  life. 
The  gentleman  who  advised  her  to  give  the  child  up,  now  strongly 
expresses  his  belief  that  had  she  done  so,  she  would  soon  have 
been  led  astra^^  again,  and  that  the  course  pursued  was  the  wisest 
that  could  have  been  chosen. 

From  all  we  have  been  able  to  learn  of  the  circumstances  of 
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these  poor  sisters  of  ours,  it  seems  as  if  the  strongest  predispos- 
ing cause  of  the  error  into  which  they  fall,  is  the  loneliness  of  the 
life  which  they  lead.  This  makes  them  an  easy  prey  to  any  one 
who  will  show  them  kindness.  In  but  seven  cases  out  of  fifty-four 
was  the  young  woman  living  with  her  mother  and  father,  and  re- 
ceiving the  love  and  protecting  care  given  by  parents  to  children 
in  a happy  home.  In  most  cases  the  parents  had  long  been  dead, 
or  the  mother  had  died  and  the  stepmother  was  unkind.  In  other 
cases  the  parents  were  perhaps  living,  and  may  have  been  kind  to 
the  daughter,  but  she  had  been  separated  from  them  for  years, 
earning  her  living  in  a large  city,  with  no  companionship  or 
guardianship  but  that  of  other  young  girls,  exposed  in  ignorant 
helplessness  to  the  dangers  and  temptations  of  city  life,  at  an  age 
when  young  girls  in  a different  position  in  society  are  watched 
and  guarded  almost  like  children. 

We  have  sometimes  received  very  touching  expresssions  of 
gratitude,  more,  almost,  than  the  help  and  attention  bestowed 
seemed  to  call  for ; and  this  has  strongly  impressed  us  with  a 
sense  of  what  those  lives  must  be,  in  which  any  experience  of  real 
friendship  and  sympathy  appears  to  be  such  a rare  and  unexpected 
thing. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that  each  case,  so  far  as  is  possible,  is 
watched  over  by  the  lady  who  has  first  investigated  it.  There  is 
thus  no  needless  suffering  caused  by  a repetition  of  painful  ques- 
tions, In  this  way  the  self-respect  of  the  woman  is  not  woundt  d 
by  th  unnecessary  exposure  of  her  private  feelings  and  personal 
experiences  of  a trying  nature,  to  the  cross  examination  of  more 
than  one  person. 

W e have  made  it  our  aim  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  words 
spoken  by  Dr.  Dimock,  in  one  of  her  lectures  to  Nurses  at  the 
N.  E.  Hospital  : 

“ Think  that  you  see  your  sister  before  you.  Treat  her  in  all 
respects  as  you  ould  wish  your  own  sister  to  be  treated.” 

For  the  Visitors. 

Mrs.  James  Freeman  Clarke. 

Mrs.  William  Bradley.  « 


April  27th,  1876. 
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deceived  f7*om  JF^eby  /sty 

On  hand,  Feb.  1st,  1875.  .$65  51 


Mrs.  Henry  Adams 50  00 

“ *C.  A.  Bartol 10  00 

Miss  Ellen  Bancroft 15  00 

“ Mary  E.  Bay  ley 50  00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Bell 5 00 

Miss  Bigelow 10  00 

“ A.  L.  Bigelow 10  00 

Mrs.  William  Bradley 3 00 

“ Shepherd  Brooks .30  00 

“ Dr.  Cabot 10  00 

Miss  Sarah  Cabot 10  00 

“ Susan  E.  Cary 10  00 

Mrs.  Theodore  Chase 10  00 

Miss  Cora  H.  Clarke 5 00 

“ Lilian  Clarke 10  00 

C.  R,  Codman 5 00  • 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge 10  00 

“ Caroline  G.  Curtis 20  00 

“ E.  Derby  and  sisters 10  00 

“ Otto  Dresel 28  00 

“O.  B.  E.” ...25  00 

Mrs.  Sam.  Eliot 25  00 

“ R.  W.  Emerson 5 00 

“ Wm.  Endicott. 25  00 

“ Jas.  T.  Fields 10  00 

Wm.  C.  Gannett ; 10  00 

Mrs.  Geo.  Gardner 25  00 

Miss  M.  Louisa  Goddard 5 00 

“ Anna  Gray 10  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Gray 10  00 

Miss  Bessie  Greene 20  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Greene 200  00 

Miss  Ellen  Hammond 5 00 

“ Charlotte  Harris 50  00 

Mrs.  A.  Hemenwaj" 50  00 

Geo.  Higginson 40  00 

Mrs  Henry  L.  Higginson 10  00 


/87S,  to  reby  fst,  7876. 


Miss  Alice  S.  Hooper 100  00 

“ Lizzie  Howes 10  00 

“ Annie  Hubbard 5 00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Hubbard 20  00 

Miss  C.  W.  Hubbard 5 00 

L 50  00 

Miss  Jane  Lamb 5 00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Lamb 25  00 

Miss  A.  C.  Lowell .20  00 

Mrs.  Arthur  T.  Lyman 20  00 

“ Theodore  Lyman .. ..... . 100  00 

Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason 50  00 

“ Abby  W.  May 10  00 

Mrs.  Samuel  May 10  00 

Dr.  Francis  Minot 5 00 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Minturn 100  00 

“ C.  J.  Paine 70  00 

Miss  Alice  Parkman 10  00 

“ E.  W.  Perkins 15  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Perkins 5 00 

Miss  A.  G.  Phillips 5 00 

Mrs.  Edward  E.  Pratt 5 00 

“ M.  L.  Putn.am 20  00 

W.  P.  (by  Miss  Mary  Parkman) 23  00 

MissElise  B.  Richards 10  00 

Mrs,  Wm.  B.  Rogers 10  00 

Miss  Marian  R-  -pes 25  00 

Mrs.  Geo.  R.  Russell 36  00 

Miss  Marian  Russell 5 00 

“ Sally  Russell 5 OC 

Mrs.  Sebastian  Schlesinger 100  00 

“ Geo.  C.  Shattuck 10  00 

F.  G.  Shaw 100  00 

Mrs.  F.  G.  Shaw 100  00 

“ James  Sturgis .25  00 

“ Caroline  Tappan  35  00 

“ Ellen  M.  Tower 10  00 

“ R.  P.  Wainwright 5 00 
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Miss  Marian  Wales 20  00 

“ Gertrude  Weld 5 00 

Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Weld 20  00 

Miss  Amy  White 5 00 

Mrs.  Alexander  Whiteside 10  00 

Miss  Ann  Williams 5 00 

Mrs.  Elijah  Williams 10  00 

“ J.  Huntington  Woicott 50  00 

A Friend 10  00 

A Friend 600  00 

A Friend 25 

A Friend 50 

A Friend  (by  Mrs.  F.  T.  Gray)  15  00 
Unknown  Friend  (by  Dr.  C.  P. 

Putnam) 30  00 


“ A GiiV’  (by  Dr.  C.  P.  Putnam)25  00 


Anonymous  (by  Dr.  C.  P.  Put- 
nam)  t 10  00 

“ A Stranger” 10  00 

Anonymous  10  00 

Anonymous 5 00 

Anonymous  (through  Boston  P. 

O.) 100  00 

Anonymous  (left  at  N.  E.  Hos- 
pital)   10  00 

Cash  returned ,7  00 

Repaid  by  “ Infant  Asylum,”  for 

Infant’s  board 3 50 

Cash  returned  by  persons  assist- 
ed   25  00 

Total  received $3052  26 


Expended  from  Feh'y  to  Feb.  ist^  i8y6. 


Board  of  Women $1181  18 

Board  of  Infants 346  00 

Clothing  of  Women 13  50 

Clothing  of  Infants 59  52 

Advertising  for  situations 50  55 

Furniture 19  03 

Travelling  expenses  of  Women 87  99 

Given  in  money 17  50 

Sundries 31  95 


Total  expended $1807  22 

On  hand,  Feb’y  1st,  1876 $1245  04 


$3052  26 

[Note.  It  will  be  observed  that  our  financial  year  ends  Feb.  1st.  Since 
then  our  expenses  have  been  heavy,  as  they  were  during  the  same  mouths 
last  year.] 


